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Course Title:  AP Literature and Composition  

Instructor:  Mrs. Vecera 

Room: 401 

School Phone: 602-467-6858 

School e-mail: sarah.vecera@dvusd.org                              Website:    www.dvusd.org/dh_vecera 

  

 

Course Description:  
This course is aligned with Arizona College and Career Ready 
standards and supports school-wide efforts to increase student 
achievement.  
Senior Advanced Placement Literature and Composition is a 
college-level course in literature and composition, designed 
to engage students in the careful reading and critical analysis 
of works of literary merit. Through the close reading of 
selected texts, students appreciate the depth and dimension 
of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning 
and pleasure for their readers. Readings will be selected from the short fiction, poetry, and drama offered by the 
textbook, supplemented by novels which must be obtained by the students. As they read, students consider a 
work’s structure, style, and themes as well as rhetorical elements such as figurative language, imagery, symbolism, 
and tone. Writing is an integral part of the Senior AP English course and exam. Writing assignments focus on the 
critical analysis of literature and include expository, analytical, and argumentative essays. Although critical analysis 
makes up the bulk of student writing for the course, creative projects may be included. The goal of writing 
assignments is to increase students’ ability to explain clearly, cogently, even elegantly, what they understand about 
literary works and why they interpret them as they do.  
 
Course Objectives:  
Though the A.P. exam in May determines the scope and rigor of the course, the ultimate objectives are to enable 
students to become proficient writers and experienced, thoughtful, critical readers of literature. Students who 
accomplish course objectives should be well prepared for both the A.P. exam and college composition classes. 
Students who earn a score of 3, 4, or 5 on the A.P. Literature and Composition exam may qualify for three to six 
units of credits in English. Students should check with their college of choice to see what kind of credit they give 
or waive for certain scores.                                                           
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By the time the student completes this course of study, the student 
will know or be able to:  

 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text, including determining where the text 
leaves matters uncertain.  

 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text 
and analyze their development over the course of the text, 
including how they interact and build on one another to 
produce a complex account; provide an objective summary 
of the text.  

 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to 
structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a 
comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic 
impact.  

 Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of 
the discipline in which they are writing.  

 
Materials: 

- Pens, pencils, highlighters                                -looseleaf paper                            -folder 
- Notebook                                  - iPad    -Novels 

 
Helpful Apps to download: Canvas, Google Docs, Google Drive, Google Slides, PowerPoint, Notability, Nearpod 
 
Classroom Rules:  
1. Give and receive criticism in a professional manner.  
2. Respect peers, guests, teacher, and school property.  
3. Participate. 
 
Examples of Negative Consequences:  

(1) Verbal Warning, (2) Removal from class, (3) seating change, (4) Parent contact, (5) Referral.  
 

Textbook: Students will have access to the textbook through Canvas (BFW Learning) 
Jago, Carol, Shea, Renee H., Scanlon, Lawrence, and Robin Dissin Aufses. Literature & Composition: Reading 
Writing Thinking (Second Edition). Bedford, Freeman, and Worth: 2017.  
 
Class Novels: In addition to the required novels from the summer reading list, all students will be responsible for 
additional novels or plays.  I recommend that students obtain their own copies in order to annotate and read 
actively; however, checking out novels from a library or downloading PDFs is also acceptable. 

- Additional Reading: Because wide reading as well as sophisticated analysis is important to a deeper 
understanding of literature, students will be required to read other works outside class. 

- Students will be given several weeks advance notice when they need to obtain a novel for class use 
 
Note on the novels/plays:  The works we read may or may not deal with mature themes, diction, or 
syntax.  We do not acknowledge or condone these instances, if any; rather we will simply investigate 
as if we were doctors examining a patient…and then we learn from it, becoming improved practitioners 
of thought.  This AP literature class is intended to serve as a surrogate to or for a college literature 
class where writings are judged upon merit without regard for every social norm.  Therefore a mature 
perspective is required and necessary.  

 



Grading:  
 Grades are based on a percentage of all possible points: (100%-90%=A, 89%-80%=B, 79%-70%=C, 69%-

60%=D, 59% and lower=F).  
 Grades are cumulative for the semester. The first and second semester grades will be weighted as follows: 

o 30% homework/classwork assignments 
o 30% writing composition and projects 
o 20% tests and quizzes 
o 20% final exams 

 

Assignments/Homework: 

Homework will be assigned regularly, so expect to have it rather than expecting to have a free night.  Remember, 
this is an advanced course and it earns you an extra GPA point!  Homework is due at the BEGINNING of the 
class period unless otherwise indicated.   

1. Any assignment, test or quiz with no name indicated will be immediately discarded. To ensure credit 
on your assignments, please remember to include a full heading on them! It should include your 
name, the date, and your class period. 

2. Check my school website and Canvas for assignments and due dates. 
3.   Assignments must be completed in pencil, blue or black ink or typed (when required).  

4.   Sloppy, illegible assignments will be returned to be typed and then resubmitted for scoring.  

5. I want to reiterate that LONG-TERM projects and assignments will NOT be accepted late, except 
with an authorized doctor’s note from a hospital.  If students will not be on campus, they should email their 
work or have guardians drop off their work at the front office.  

6.. Hard Copies of Formal Writing Projects are due at the beginning of class.  There is a printer at the 
school library for your use.  I cannot print your projects for you.  If you were absent and emailed your work, you 
must bring a printed copy when you return to campus. 

7.  Group Projects- Group assignments are meant to be collaborative, and students are expected to 
individually meet all deadlines that contribute to the project as a whole so that they can practice and be evaluated 
over the relevant skills for the unit.  The teacher will schedule regular conferences with each group to evaluate 
group member progress, and if students consistently do not meet deadlines, they will be removed from the group. 
Students are expected to be team players, and at the very least, they must inform team members if they are sick or 
have extenuating circumstances. 

8. If you want to re-do an assignment, re-write an essay, or re-take a quiz or test, make an appointment 
with me to discuss what options are available. 

 

Late Work 

Late work is strictly discouraged.  All late assignments are subject to a deduction of points of 25% of the earned score, and 
will not be accepted more than 1 week after the due date. 

 If students are encountering problems submitting their work on Canvas, they should immediately email their work 
to the teacher so it is still on time AND students need to provide evidence (such as a screenshot) of the problem 
with the error code.  Students should still submit the assignment to Canvas as soon as possible, and seek help the 
next day if necessary. 



 Trouble-shooting: Try using the Canvas website (dvusd.instructure.com) instead of the app. Ensure that the file type 
is correct (use PDFs not Pages or Docs). 

 Extenuating Circumstances:  There may be legitimate extenuating circumstances that necessitate an extension.  The 
impact of specific issues on personal performance may vary from student to student, so please talk to the teacher as 
soon as possible to develop a plan.  Notes of explanation from parents, extracurricular activities, and job 
responsibilities DO NOT warrant extensions. 
 

Power School Online Access:  
Grades and attendance may be accessed 24 hours a day online with your Power School access code. Access codes 
are available in the Counseling Office or Front Desk Monday – Friday 7:00 AM– 3:30 PM. You may check 
student progress regularly on the Power School site using the same login for one or more students.  
 
Daily Device Use (iPads):  
Students should come to school with their iPads charged and ready to use in each class every day. Within each 
classroom, there are three possible technology environments. Teachers will identify for students the environment 
expected during their class period. These environments are described below:  

Red: No device use allowed. Devices are to be off and put away. If a device is out and being used at this time, 
students may receive disciplinary consequences and/or zeroes if appropriate. This environment may be necessary for 
testing or non-electronic based assessments.  
Black: Limited device use allowed. Students may use devices in accordance with teacher instruction in a prescribed 
manner. Students may be asked to place devices face down on their desk until appropriate to use. Teachers may ask 
to see students’ open apps and require that all apps are closed with the exception of a specific one or two. Games 
should not be open in this environment unless the teacher indicates a specific game may be used.  
Green: Open device use. Students may use their device independently to take notes, complete assignments, conduct 
research, communicate with the teacher, check grades, and other appropriate educational uses of the device. 
Students should not access inappropriate content or cause disruption in this environment.  

 
Devices may not be used to record or take photos of other people without their consent. Consequences for 
classroom disruptions and misuse of devices will follow a progressive discipline model, beginning with a phone 
call home and progressing to office referrals for repeated or more serious offenses. Students who have devices out 
during a Red environment or during testing, may lose credit on their test or quiz. See the Student Rights and 
Responsibilities consequence chart in the handbook for more specific descriptions of infractions and 
consequences.  
 
 
 
 
Fall Semester grades close and are final on December 16th  

Senior Final Exams will take place May 11th-12th  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SYLLABUS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT RECIEPT- AP LITERATURE    Mrs. Vecera 
After you and your parent(s)/ guardian(s) have read your syllabus, please fill out the bottom of the form, tear it off and keep 
the syllabus for reference, and return it to me. 

STUDENT’S NAME: _______________________________________________ 

                                                                          (Please print) 

PARENT’S/GUARDIAN’S NAME: ___________________________________ 

                                                                           (Please print) 

TELEPHONE: (Day)___________________________  (Evening) ______________________________ 

 E-MAIL: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

 
I have received a copy of the syllabus for AP Literature.  I have read it carefully, and I understand the requirements and 
procedures of this course. 

 

Student’s signature: ____________________________________ 

 

Parent(s)/Guardian’s signature: _________________________________________ 

 

Date: _____________________ 

 

PLEASE INITIAL HERE THAT YOU UNDERSTAND THAT ANY PLAGIARISM or CHEATING WILL RESULT 
IN A PERMANENT ZERO ON THE ASSIGNMENT: 

 

Student: ___________________     Guardian: ____________ 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


